250 ENGLAND AND THE ENGLISH

The stranger, whether American or other for-
eigner, is at a loss to understand much of the
workings of the political and social life of Eng-
land until he has become thoroughly imbued with
the idea that sport is a much more setious and
much more widely distributed interest hove than
anywhere else in the world. In England, some
form of sport is either the reminiscence or the
avocation of practically every man who has boon,
or is physically capable of, playing a game, or
taking pai't in some form of field sports.

It is the only country in the world winch sup*
ports not only a number of weekly and monthly
periodicals devoted to sport, but also two, if not
more* daily journals exclusively given over to the
chronicling of racing and game-playing, The
Sportsman is a recognized and well-edited daily
paper, to be found at every club and in many
houses. The betting odds, present and pro-
spective, the official starting prices, appear daily,
as well as columns of news dealing with tike
exercise from day to day and the, comparative
merits of all horses in training*

The King breeds and races horses, and is the
conspicuous and, be it said, a long way the most
popular, person present at all the great race
meetings. The Prince of Wales is one of the
half-dozen best shots in England, and I am not